FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-3
WASHINC TN, DL, Nkl Mn}r 31, mm

Sarzsh Brown, Treasuret

Ohip State Republican Party

211 South Fifth Street

Colurmbus, OH 43215

Identification Number: 00162339

Refersnce: 30 Day Post-General Report {10/19/00-11/27/00)
Dear Ms, Brown:

This letter is to inform you that as of May 30, 2001, the Commission has not
received your response ta our request for additional information, dated May 9, 2001, This
notice requests information essential to fill public disclosure of your federal election
gampaign finances. To ensure compliance with the provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act (the Act), please respond ta this request (copy enclosed).

An adequate response must be received at the Commission by June 20, 2001,
Adequate responses received on or before this date will be taken into comsideration in
determining whether audit action will be initiated. Requests for extensjons of time in
which to respond will oot he considered. Failure to provide an adequate response by
this date may result in an andit of the commuittes. Failure to comply with the provisions of
the Act may also tesult in ac enforcement action against the committee, Any response
submitted by your committes will be placed on the public record and will be cansidered
by (ke Commission prior to taking enforeement action.

If you should have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Thomas
Maxwell on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 ta
teach the Reports Analysie Division) or our local number (202) 694-1130.

Sincerely,

D FF A —

John 1. Gibson
Assistant Stafl Director
Reports Analysiz Division

Enclosure




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2
WASHINGTON, BLC. 20463
Rargh Brown, Treasurer NEY O 2000

Ohio State Repuhlican Party
211 South Fifth Street
Columbos, OH 43213

Identfication Number: C162339

Reference: 30 Day Post-General Report (10/19/00-11/27/00)
Drear Ms. Brown:

. This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary teview of the report(s)
referenced above. ‘The review raised questions conceming certain information cottained
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

-Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
coutribution(s) from an organization{s) which is not a political cormmittes
registered with the Commission. In order for your committes 10 accept
contributions from unregistered organizations into accounts used to
influence federal elections, your committee should take steps fo insure that
the conttibutor(s} used permissible funds 10 make the comtmibution{s) to
avaid violating 2 U 8.C. §§441a(f) and 441b or 11 CFR §102.5{b). Under
11 CFR §102.5(b), organizations which are not political committees under
ihe Act and chowse to contribute to federal committees must either: 1)
establish a separatz account which contains only those funds permitted
under the Act, or 2) demonstrate through a reasonable accounting method
that the organization has received sufficient funds subject to the linatations -
and prohibitions in order to make the contnbution.

If the contribution{s} in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend your original report with clarifying infermation. In
addition, please clarify whether the contribution(s) received from the
referenced orgemization(s} is permissible, To the extent that your
commities has received impermissible funds, the Commission recommends
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that you transfer the impermissible funds fo an mccount not used to
influence federal elections ot refund the impenmissible amount(s) to the
denor(s) in accordance with 11 CFR §103.3(b). In order to protect the
donot’s interests, the Commission recommends that you inform the
contributor(s} in writing o provide the donor(s) with the optien of
tecsiving a refund or grenting written authonzation for a transfer 10
another account,

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately n
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. Should you choose to transfer-out or refund the contribution(s),
the Commission will presume the fimds were impermissible if no statement
from your committee provides information o the contrary. Transfers-out
and refunds should be disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 23
of the report covering the period during which the transaction was made.

Althovgh the Commission may take further. legal action concerning the
acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt actien by your comumittee in
transferring-out or refunding 1he amourts will be taken into consideration.

Schedule A of your report discloses a contribution(s) from &n organization
which is not a political committee registered with the Commissiosn
(pertinent portion(s) atiached). In addition, the conmibution appears Lo
exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2 US.C. §44ia(f) precludes a
politizal committee from receiving contritwtions from a person or ancther
compritiee in excess of $3,000 in a calendar year. Also, in order to make
contributions to your committes, organizations which arc not political
committess must either: 1) establish a separate account which contains only
those funds permitted under the Act, or 2) demonstraie through a teasonable
accounting method that the organization has received sufficient funds
subject to the limitations and prohibitions in order to make the ¢contribution.
11 CFR §102.5{b) | )

¥ your committes does not finance non-federal activity, the receipt of the
referenced contribution(s) may violate the limitations and prohbations of 2
U.5.C, B8441a(f) and 441b. If your committee engages in both federal and
non-federal activity, either through a separate non-federal account, or one

. account that finances activity in comnection with both federal and
non-federal elections, your commiftee may be in violation of 11 CER
§102.5{a}.
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In order to be in complimce with the Act, your committee must: 1} refund
ta the donor, or transfer-out to a non-federal accaunt, the amount in excess
of §5,000 and 2) determine the extent to which your committes received
funds that are not permissible, and refund or transfer-out the prohibited
funds.

If you choose to transfer the funds fo an account net used to influence
federal elections, the Commission advises that you inform the contributor in
writing and provide the centributor with the option of receiving a refund.
You may wish to seek a writien authorization (either before or after the
transfer-out) from the donor for any trmnsfer-out to protect the donor's
interests,

Please inform the Commission of your cotrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. Should you choose to transfer-mt or efund the funds, the
Commission will presume the funds were impermissible, ahsent a statemnent
from your committes to the contrary. Transfers-out and refunds should be
disclosed on a Scheduie B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report cOvering
the period during which they are made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action con¢grning the
acceptance of prohibited and excessive contribution(s), your prempt refund
or ansfer-out will be laken imo consnleration.

-A rteview of the reports filed by your committee {pertinent portion{s)
attached) indicates that your committes received a transier(s) from the
Republican National Committee which bas nat been disclosed on their
reportis) of receipts and disbursements. Please provide clanfying
information regarding the source of the transfer(s) received by your
commities,

Schedule A of your repont {pertinent portion{s) anached) discloses a
contribution(s) which appears to gxeeed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
1.8.C. §44la(f) and 11 CFR $110.1(d) preclude a committee and itg
affiliates from receiving eontributiens from another political commitiee of
person in excess of 53,000 per calendar yeat. In addition, a loan is included
in the definion of 8 conttibution wunder 2 US.C. §431(B)(A) and 11 CFR

§100.7 (aK1)(3)-
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If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend your original report with the clarifying information. 1f
the contribution(s) you received exceeded the limits, you must seck
reatttibution of the contribution pursuant ta 11 CFR §110.1{k), transfer-out
the amount in excess of $5,000 to an account not used to influence federal
elections or refund the excessive amount to the donor(s) in accordance with
11 CFR §103.3(b). In the best interest of your committee, all reattributions,
transfars-out, and refunds should be made within sixty days of the
treasurer’s teceipt of the contribution(s). In order to protect the domor's
interests, the Commission recommends that you inform the contributor(s) in
writing to provide the donor(s) with the option of granting written
authorization for a reatktibution or transfer-out to another account or
receiving a refund

Piease inform the Commission of your cerrective action immedialely in

- writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. In addition, any resttributions should be teported a3 memo entries
on Schedule A of the report covering the period during which the
authotization for the reatiribution is recgived. Amny transfers-out or refunds
should be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report
during which the transaction was made.

Althovph the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
soceptance of an excessive contribulion(s), prompt action by your
commites 1o seek reatiribution, ransfer-out or refund the excensive amount
will be taken into consideration.

Schedule A supperting Line 12 discloses a irans fer(s)-in from the
Republican National Committee. Schedule B supporting Line 21(b) veflects
payments for exempt activities. Pleass be advised that a state or local party
ecommitice may pay for campaign materials (such as bumper stickers) that
gre distributad by volunteers in connection with activity on hehalf of the
party’s nominces in @ general election, Payments for this type of activity
arc exempt from the definition of a contribution or expenditure if ¢ertain
conditions are met. The conditions are that no public advertising may be
used, including distribution by direet mail (mailings by a comnlercial
vendor or from commercial lists); all funds used for the activity must be
permitted under the Act; none of the funds used may have been designated
for  particular candidate; and finally, payments for the activity may not be
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made from transfers-in from the nationzl committee to specifically fund the
activity. For further guidance, please refer to 11 CFR §100.7(b)X15) and
{17} and to the Campaign Guide for Party Committees.

Please clarify the nature of the transfer{s)-in ard subsequent payments for
the aforemeantionad disbursement(s). If the activity disclosed on your report
does not meet the dafinition of “exempt” activity as described above and if
any portion of the expenditures were made on behalf of speeifically
identified candidates, that amount roust be disclosed on Schedule B or F
supporting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate.

Your EVENT YEAR-TQ-DATE calculations for Administrative/Voter
Dove are incorreet, EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for administrative
and voter drive costs are derived by apgregeting all disbursements during
the calendar year for the whole Administrative/Voter Drive category.

_ EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct candidate support,
and exempt activities are derived by aggregating all disbursements during
the calendar year within a-specific event. These should be calculated by
adding the latest disbursement for a category or event Lo the previous
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that catsgory or event. This TUnNIng
EVENT YEAR-TG-DATE ftotal should be disclosed after gach
disbursement is listed. Please amend your repornt by providing the correct
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals.

_Pryments made to credit card companies mist identify the original vendors
from which vou have purchased an item or service if your payments 10 these
vendors have exceeded $200 this year. Please amend your report by
providing the mailing address, date, amount and purpose of such payments
ms required by 11 CFR §104.9(hb).

_The loan schedule {Schedule C) should disclose the following imformation:

the name and mailing address of the person making or receiving the loan, -
original amount, cumulative payment, outstanding balance, date incurred,

date due, &nd interest rate for all Joans that your committee has received.

Please amend Schedule C by providing the name and mailing address of the

commitize making the loan. 11 CFR §5104.3(d) end 1{4.11(a}

Your teport disclosed 2 category of finencial activity that has been
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reflected on the wrong line of the Detailed Summary Page. Receipts from
candidate commitiees shorld be properly disclosed on a separate Schedule
A, supporting Line 11(c) of the Detailed Summary Page. Please refer to the
ingtructions contained on the forme to determine the proper categorization
when preparing your next filing.

-2 UL.8.C. §434(b}3) requires itemization of contributions from jndividuals
and persons other than political committees, where the aggragate total from
the contributor exceeds $200 in a calendar year. In addition, 11 CFR
§104.3(a)(2)(1)(B) requires a commities fo report the total amount of
mnitemized contibutions (see Line 11(a)(il) of the Detalled Summary
Page). If a commiitee wishes to disclose contributions regardless of the
smount contributed, the committce must separate (on Eeparate receipt
schedules) those contributors requiring itemization from these who are not
required to be itemized. 11 CFR §104.3(a){4){i} For frture filings, please
submit your reports in this order.

A written respense or an amendment to your original report(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commiszion within fifteen {13) days
of the date of this lctier, If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our
toll-free number, (ROU) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports

Analysis Division). My lecal number is (202) §94-1130.

284

Sincerely,

'%:ﬁ:ﬂ / //Zﬂué// et

Thomas E. Maxwell, IT1

Reports Analyst
Reports Analysis Division
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